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THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER

= Types of Ceremonies

= When To Hold Signing Ceremonies?

Purpose:

. ) furpose.

Who Do You Include To provide information and ideas to help

= Verifying Commitments you craft a college signing ceremony to
meet the needs of your students and

= Ceremony

community.
= Planning the Ceremony

= Conducting the Ceremony
= Post Ceremony Promotion

= Recognizing Past & Present Signees at Your School




TYPES OF SIGNING CEREMONIES

= Individualized Ceremonies
= Individual recognitions when students make college commitments

= Positives:
» Personalized for each athlete

= Negatives:
= Repetitive and time consuming
= Costly
= Harder to obtain consistent media coverage
= Less “spectators” in attendance

Difficult to offer during the school day because of reoccurring disruptions to the school day




TYPES OF SIGNING CEREMONIES

= Group Ceremonies
= Multiple student recognitions make college commitments at one time

= Positives:
= More athletes signing at once increases attendance
= Maximizes the efforts of AD and Support Staff while increasing consistency of the event.
= Higher likelihood of media coverage when multiple athletes are involved
= Cost effective

= Negatives:
= Still can be personalized for each athlete but they’re “sharing the spotlight”




WHEN TO HOLD SIGNING CEREMONIES

= Sporadically Based on When Students Make Commitments
= During Designated Signing Periods

= Pre Designated Dates During the School Year
= Manage the “impromptu signing” requests
= Everyone will have a reason as to why they MUST deviate

= Thoughts to Consider:
= NCAA Division I and II Institutions utilize NLI Program (specific signing periods)
= NCAA Division III — Non Athletic Scholarships (no NLI)
= NAIA does not require a formal commitment prior to participation

= Institutions can make their own process for obtaining commitments




2017-2018 NLI SIGNING PERIODS

Basketball (Early Period) November 8,2017 November 15,2017

Basketball (Regular Period) April 11,2018 Division I: May 16,2018
Division II: August 1,2018

Football (Early Period for December 20,2017 December 22,2017

Division I)

Football (Midyear JC Transfer) December 20,2017 January 15,2018

Football (Regular Period) February 7,2018 April 1,2018

Soccer and Men's Water Polo February 7,2018 August 1,2018

All Other Sports (Early Period) November 8,2017 November 15,2017

All Other Sports (Regular April 11,2018 August 1,2018

Period)




WHO DO YOU INCLUDE?

= Fundamental Question for All College Signing Ceremonies is Who Do You Include?
= Only students receiving athletic based scholarships (partial or full)?

= Only students receiving guaranteed roster spots (Division I, II, III & NAIA)
= Walk-on’s

= Many School Administrators Prefer “Inclusive” Approach.

= If You Plan to Limit Who You Include:
= Be sure to have communication with your Administration

= Be consistent and have a documented criteria (include in published Athletic Handbook)
= Be prepared to respond and justify to parents whose kids were excluded




ESTABLISH A
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PROCESS

= Ensure Commitments are Legitimate
= AD or Head Coach must verify commitment and offering from the recruiting school
= Confirm athlete’s parents have verified recruitment and offer / acceptance
= Utilize a verification form
= Require confirmation from College or University coach or representative

» Avoid Embarrassment of Falsified Commitments




ESTABLISH A
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PROCESS

Require Confirmation from College or
University Coach or Representative

Example: NCAA - NLI
(National Letter of Intent)
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ESTABLISH A
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PROCESS

= Require Confirmation from College or
University Coach or Representative

= Example: Division II (non-NLI)

DHIO DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY
LETTER OF INTENT

1 » herehy acknowladge wy Intent te participate

In Hie sport of Yo an's Suene at Ohlo Deminlcan Unlversity. With this
agreament | understand that | am cammibtted to Ohio Dominican for the 2017-

2018 academic year.

Offer of the Letter of Imtent has been authoﬂ:éd by
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PROCESS

Require Confirmation from College or
University Coach or Representative

= Example: Division III

Division i NCAA DiviSION Il STUDENT-ATHLETE
ko e s e CELEBRATORY SIGNING FORM

I, o , have been aceepled w Olie Northern University,
an NCAA Division TlLinstitution. In ddition to my mmkrm responsibilitics, T intend o participate in
the sport{s) ol _ . during the acadeniic year.

Consistent with Division Ul's goal of fostering an environment where stucents can follow heir passions
and discover their potential, Division 11 student-achlet2s are encouraged 1o

DISCOVER
Division I student-aihletes are encournged (o pursue their interests and pasaons beyond the clasaroom
und field of ploy., .o discover themselves. '

DEVELOP
Division M institutions provide an environment that encourages student-uthletes 1o develop into weli-
munded adulis. Sinall class sizes, the ability 1o participare in more than one spord, and
an emphasis en patticipating in activities autside of e classroom are all
hallowrks of the Division [l expericnice.

DEDICATE

ttions expeel stadent-nihletes to dedicale themselves to s

Thivaion T11 ine

shieving the i potentigl.

Student-athletes must mangge their busy schedules, keep up with class work and face the same
chsllenges as the rest of the student-body.

Ohio Nurthcrs University places the highest priority on the overall quatity of the educational experizoes
The athletic program aims o refleet this same commitiment (o quabty in ail athlztic cndenvors. As a part
of the University community, ONL Athletics seeks 1o sirengthen the integralion ol ohjectives and
programs in athleties with academic and develapmental objectives campus-wide. The (ONLU athlatic
program is committed to geader equity, cultural diversity and the values of good sportsmanship and
personal integrity.

This form commemorates iy choice v allead Ohin Northern 1. ersity. By siw-in;1 this form, 1
umbraey ihe Division 1T plilvsophy. 1 also undersiand wry signuiuee neither obligaies me (o altend the
institution, noted above, and paricipate in sthletics nor does it guarantce me & roster pusilion.

Prospective Student-Athlete: . . Date:




ESTABLISH A
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PROCESS

Require Confirmation from College or
University Coach or Representative

Example: NJCAA
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PROCESS

Require Confirmation from College or
University Coach or Representative

Example: Military Academy
aka “Chipped”

UNITED STATES &IR FORCE ACADEMY
WRESTLING PARTICIPATION
: AGREEMERT

"15“ 10 hecome 5 imember o1 the Unitsd Sizies Air Fomce Acc: deiny
Lo the L0-2017 acacemic year. ) understond il i) mieel 1l
Unired $:ates Air Foce Acadenty acadarye, medical, aod 2o rinavien qualificat:
wil ba rewardee with wn up;wintmenn o iy Tlalssc Stacss Alr Force Academy bopi
e 2016-201° acado:niic year.

e

I, 8w My Zowr, Head Srestling Coact: of e Tnled Stalus Aiv Fomes Aculry, sgres o
el xholt ‘ml\ an oppouunﬂv w Jmlu.u ul»- on IL~ \[wu 5 W lel JLJm

AR o v -hivding decurent iwd therefore nelthar ity i feguly hold bl fo iy agrecinent,

o fo, A
SHINED o I DATE_1I/f6/0s

SRR S ST

SIGNED DATE,
<ol Woetlicg Ceack

Air Force Wrestling




ESTABLISH A

VrDITIN HTITTI\'I\T
VLRI IVALI LU

PROCESS

Require Confirmation from College or
University Coach or Representative

Example: NAIA
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ESTABLISH A
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PLANNING THE CEREMONY

= Decide What Type of Ceremony Best Meets the Needs and Expectations of Your
School and Community:

= Individual signing
= Group signing

= Decide Who Will Be Invited to the Ceremony:
= Family only
= Friends
= Teammates
= Student body
= School staff and personnel
= Community members




PLANNING THE CEREMONY

= When and Where Will the Ceremony Take Place
* How much time do you have
= Before school, during school, after school, during a school event
* Gymnasium, cafeteria, library, athletic team room, high traffic location in school building

= Who Will be Attending the Ceremony
May Dictate When it is Held

= Notifying Signees, Families, Other Guests
= Phone calls
* Email
* Notification through Coach / SID
* Personal letter
* Social Media (public notification)
* Print Media (public notification)




PLANNING THE CEREMONY

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

= Will Food Be Served
= Morning = pastries, bagels, muffins, juice
= Afternoon = cake and refreshments

= Providing a Printed Program
* 1 sheet handout
= Booklet
= Signing order considerations (largest group last)

= Staging the Signing Area:
= Media Backdrop
= Table coverings, hats, shirts, name plates
* Pens for signing
= Photographer




PLANNING THE CEREMONY

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

= Collecting and Organizing Information

= Who collects all the information/research on
your athletes for the ceremony:

= Coaches,

= Athletic Department-AD
= Student-Athletes

= Others

Bellbrook - Senior Signing Information Return to AD priorto ___ -

** This infc ion MUST be accompanied with a signed National Letter of Intent (NLI) or
Confirmation from College Coach when NLI not used **
Name: Current School Year:
GPA: Class Rank: /
School Signing with: NCAA Div. . or Other:
Signing Sport: HS Varsity Letter(s) (circle): Fr. So. Jr St
Other HS Sports: HS Varsity Letter(s) (circle): Fr. So. Jr. St
Other HS Sports: HS Varsity Letter(s) (circle): Fr. So. Jr St

Scholarship (check and circle most appropriate — forexample - ¥ Partial - [Academid] / Athletic):

___ Pantial Scholarship - Academic andfor Athletic
___ Full Scholarship - Academic and/or Athletic

HS Team Record while on Varsity: -
w L 3

Team Achievements w/ League, Sectionals, Districts, Regional, State (while on Varsity-note year):

Individual Honors w/ League, Sectionals, Districts, Regional, State (whils on Varsity-noke year):

Other Activities (no year):

Family members/relationship with you at signing:

Anticipated Major:




PLANNING THE CEREMONY

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

» Media Outlets and Social Media
= Inviting local media
= Provide Press Release

= Providing pictures, list of commitments and
quotes following the ceremony

= In-house media publicity on school website
and social media platforms

= Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, etc.

Media Release:

February 2, 2015 ‘ ‘ L
Athletic Department - Bellbrook Iligh School

3737 Lpper Bellbrovk Roa, fetibrw, (hiv JS305 Pl (937) 548 3737 Tavk (957) §33-7242
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WEEK OF CEREMONY REMINDERS

= Confirm, Confirm, Confirm!

= Signees, coaches, speakers, distinguished guests and photographer

= Finalize program

= Confirm signing area details (tables, chairs, backdrops and table coverings)

= Coordinate food pick-up and set-up

= Finalize recognition order

= Send reminder with specific event information to school personnel and media:
= Athletes signing
= Ceremony start time
= Location of ceremony and how to access facility and parking

= Prepare personal remarks and Public Address announcements
= Don’t forget to thank VIP’s in attendance: Media, BOE Members, School Admin, Coaches




CONDUCTING THE CEREMONY

= Be Organized and Prepared!
= This is a once-in-a-lifetime event for the students signing

= Thank VIP’s and Special Guests
= School Administration

= Media
= College Coaches

= Stick to the Presentation Order
= Recognize the Parents as Well.....It’s Their Day too!

= Remember....Don’t Forget the Pen(s) for Each Athlete to Sign!!!




RECOGNIZING PAST & PRESENT SIGNEES

» Include List on Athletic Website

= Recognition Boards

@Bellbrook High School @

Pme e Custeets Dbl baety Lbkey  Adwies il Aumd S Couse
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College Commits
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ZACH HARRAH
TRACK AND FIELD
BETHEL

CHANEY MORGAN
BASEBALL
SINCLAIR

ELLIOT KURTZ
BASEBALL
HEIDLEBERG

DALTONSMITH
FOOTBALL
BLUFFTON

HUNTER SCHLEGEL
BOWLING
WRIGHT STATE

TOMMY BELL
BASEBALL
OLD DOMi

MARIE DOCKEN
SWIMMING
WEST POINT

KARA JONES
VOLLEYBAL
SINCLAIR

BRENT SMITH

GOLF |
INDIANA WESLYANN

COLTON HICKS
BASEBALL
CLARK STATE

DEANUNTE FLEMMING
BASEBALL
HEIDLEBERG

-

CHASE BRENTLINGER
CROSS COUNTRY
TIFFIN

7

TAYLOR VITTORIO
VOLLEYBALL
SINCLAIR

CAMERON LUCZKA
60

INDIANA WESLYANN

KHONNER ROSE
BASEBALL
BLUFFTON

SHELBY THARPS
SOFTBALL
SINCLAIR

KAYLA KUZMINSKI
SOFTBALL
DEFIANCE

TREVOR CUKOVECKI
BASEBALL
LINCOLN TRAIL

JESSIURICHICH
SOCCER
THOMAS MODRE




RECOGNIZING PAST & PRESENT SIGNEES

» Student Portraits

D EAGLES AT THE COLLEGE LEVEL &=
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CONTACT INFORMATION

Eric Silverman, CAA
Monroe High School
513-539-8111

Tom Bean, CAA
Bellbrook High School
937-848-5001 x12512




