April 07,2017 Update on Policy, Legislative, and Related News

In this issue

Government Update

Sen. Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) has introduced S.786 to establish a grant program relating to
the prevention of student and student athlete opioid misuse

S.786 is co-sponsored by Sen. Margaret Hassan (D-NH). The bill was read twice and referred to the
Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions which will consider it before sending
it to the Senate floor for consideration.

STATE LEGISLATURE UPDATE

Kentucky legislature passes a student athlete safety bill dealing with concussions that now
goes to the Governor to be signed into law

Number: KY [R] HB 241 - Updated (Status 03/31/2017)
Sponsor: Rep. John Sims (DEM-KY)
Title: AN ACT relating to student athlete safety.

Abstract: Amend KRS 160.445 to prohibit a coach from returning a student to play who is
diagnosed with a concussion; prohibit a student from returning to play if no physician
or licensed provider is available to conduct the required concussion evaluation;
prohibit a student who does not receive the required evaluation from returning to play
in a subsequent practice or competition unless written clearance from a physician is
provided.

Montana lawmakers advance bill on youth concussions
The Montana Legislature is advancing a bill that would extend safeguards against youth

concussions to private schools and sports associations. State lawmakers passed a bill in 2013
requiring student athletes in public schools to be removed from play after showing signs of having a
concussion. The bill must pass a final vote in the Senate and the House must agree to the Senate’s
changes before the measure goes to Gov. Steve Bullock.

Virginia House votes to override governor’s veto of bill to allow homeschooled students to
participate in interscholastic program (Tebow Bill)
Bill now goes to the Senate to see if they can get enough votes to override the veto.

Number: VA |[R] HB 1578 - Updated (Status 04/06/2017)
Sponsor: Del. Richard Bell (REP-VA)
Title: Students who receive home instruction; participation in interscholastic programs

(Tebow Bill).

Abstract: Students who receive home instruction; participation in interscholastic programs.
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http://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/786?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22s.786%22%5D%7D&r=1
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=589ada9627
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2017/apr/4/montana-lawmakers-advance-bill-on-youth-concussion/
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=586b1490e3
http://www.cqstatetrack.com/texis/redir?id=586b1490e3

April 07,2017 Update on Policy, Legislative, and Related News
Prohibits public schools from joining an organization governing interscholastic
programs that does not deem eligible for participation a student who (i) receives home
instruction; (ii) has demonstrated evidence of progress for two consecutive academic
years; (iii) is in compliance with immunization requirements; (iv) is entitled to free
tuition in a public school; (v) has not reached the age of 19 by August 1 of the current
academic year; (vi) is an amateur who receives no compensation but participates
solely for the educational, physical, mental, and social benefits of the activity; (vii)
complies with all disciplinary rules and is subject to all codes of conduct applicable to
all public high school ...

West Virginia legislature passes bill updating who may provide treatment of student athletes
The bill expands the definition of who may provide what, and includes provision for those licensed
in other states

Number: WV [R] SB 497 - Updated (Status 04/01/2017)
Sponsor: Sen. Ron Stollings (DEM-WV)

Title: Relating to liability for health care providers who provide services at school athletic
events

Civil Rights Update

Article examines fairness of the University of Cincinnati women's basketball and volleyball

teams forced to play in a high school gym
The University of Cincinnati men's basketball team will play the 2017-18 season at Northern

Kentucky University's BB&T Arena, while UC's Fifth Third Arena is under renovation. However,
coming off their most successful season in a decade, the Bearcat women will play all of their home
games at a private Catholic high school in Walnut Hills, OH. The women's volleyball team will also
play in the school's gym. The vast differences in the venues men and women will play in have raised
concerns following UC's announcement that it had signed a contract with St. Ursula Academy.
National experts and a local booster say the decision is both unfair and violates federal law on the
equal treatment of male and female athletes.

Other Sports Update
Missouri State University athletics announces $1 million in budget cuts and eliminates field

hockey program

Missouri State Field Hockey players were informed April 3 that their program would cease to exist,
in response to pending budget cuts on behalf of the Athletic Department at Missouri State. The
university will save $300,600 out of its annual budget, by replacing the field hockey program with
beach volleyball. The beach volleyball program will insure that the university remains compliant
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with Title IX. Missouri State will continue to honor Field Hockey scholarships, and committed
recruits will receive a release from their National Letter of Intent.

The University of Buffalo will cut four varsity sports at the end of the 2017 season with a
savings of approximately $2 million

The University of Buffalo will cut men’s soccer, men’s swimming and diving, women’s rowing, and
baseball, reducing the university’s sponsored varsity sports from 20 to 16, the NCAA minimum to
achieve Division 1 standing. Baseball is currently in season for Buffalo. The decision was made after
the school commissioned a report to look into cost-cutting measurements and took into
consideration program costs, athletic facilities, Title IX, geographic location and a comparison of
peer institutions in the Mid-American Conference.

Upcoming Events Calendar

Recentli added

Major sport events
*All times in Eastern

March

Brain Injury Awareness Month

National Athletic Trainers’ Month

National Cheerleader Safety Awareness Month
National Nutrition Month!

Women's History Month

National Middle Level Education Month?

e March 20-May 1: Nominations Open: NCYS STRIVE Award, for the youth sports organization of
the year. http://www.ncys.org/events/strive/strive.php

e March 19-21: National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) Legislative Conference.
Washington, DC. The Conference gives participants the opportunity to engage with members of
Congress, U.S. Department of Education senior officials, and other prominent national education
community stakeholders concerning current federal legislative and regulatory activities.
http://www.nasbe.org/news-info/nasbe-legislative-conference-2017/

1 American Dietetic Association. http://www.eatright.org/resources/national-nutrition-month

2 A collaborative effort of NASSP, Association for Middle Level Education, The National Forum to Accelerate Middle
Grades Reform, Adolescent Success, and Let's Move! Active Schools.
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