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• Thank you for turning off your cell phone during the 
workshop! 
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OUR GOAL TODAY 

 To help you understand 
the student eligibility 
bylaw – 4 - and manage 
student eligibility 
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Review of Essential Eligibility 
Standards 
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Preamble to Bylaw 4 
• Policy Statement that precedes Bylaw 4 
• Bylaw 4 is integral to the conduct of interscholastic athletics 
• Our system of competition is unique 
• Focus is on sense of community, teamwork, citizenship and 

discipline 
• Other sport organizations focus on the individual and are a 

showcase for talent 
• The maintenance and integrity of these rules are critical to 

support this unique form of competition – education based 
sports 
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BYLAW 4 - Student Eligibility 

• Age Limitation 
• Enrollment and 

Attendance 
• Eight Semester (HS) 
• Four Semester (7-8th) 
• Scholarship  

– High School 
– Grades 7-8 

• Conduct  

• Residence 
• Transfer 
• International and 

Exchange Students 
• Recruiting  
• Amateur/Awards 
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  Intro. to your Essential Webpage 

• http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/default.asp  
• OHSAA Student Eligibility Landing Page 
• Bookmark this page as it represents your entre’ into 

“Everything you always wanted  to know about 
Eligibility… 

 BUT WERE AFRAID TO ASK” 
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Debbie and 
Roxanne 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/default.asp


Eligibility Page 
OHSAA Student-Athlete Eligibility 
Note to Parents: Please direct all questions regarding eligibility and OHSAA regulations to a school administrator, 

who will then contact the OHSAA office for clarification, if needed. The OHSAA’s priority is to respond to the 
hundreds of calls and emails that come in each week from member schools.  

Transfer Bylaw Resource Center - Updated for 2016-17 School Year 
The OHSAA receives more inquiries about eligibility in terms of the transfer bylaw than any other aspect of eligibility. To 
deal with that scenario, our member schools have adopted ten exceptions, one of which MAY apply to a student who 
changes high schools. The use of the word MAY is instructive as there are several exceptions that are complex and do 
require some action on the part of the member school administrator as well as the OHSAA staff. A page has been 
created to provide guidance on each of the exceptions. Click here for the Transfer Bylaw Resource Center.  

Guidance Regarding Changes in State Law for Home Educated, Non-Public School Students, and Students Who 
Attend STEM or Community Schools 

• Guidance for Interscholastic Participation of Non-Enrolled Students 
• The Most Commonly Asked Questions For Non-Enrolled Students 
Additional Resource Centers - Updated for 2016-17 School Year 
•      Residence Bylaw Resource Center 
•      Scholarship Bylaw Resource Center 
•      Enrollment and Attendance Bylaw Resource Center 
•      International Student Bylaw Resource Center 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/TransferBylawGuidance.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/TransferBylawGuidance.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/GuidelinesForNon-EnrolledStudents.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/CommonlyAskedQuestions.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/ResidencGuidance.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/ScholarshipGuidance.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EnrollAttendGuidance.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/InternationslStudentsGuidance.htm


Eligibility Page, cont. 
 

• OHSAA Appeals Process 
• OHSAA Appeals Process  
• Appeals Process Memo and Schedule 
• Eligibility Index 
• Complete Text of OHSAA Bylaws 
• Complete Text of OHSAA General Sports Regulations 
• 2016-17 Eligibility Guide and Checklist for High School Student-Athletes 
• 2016-17 Eligibility Guide for School Counselors 
• Bylaw 4-1-1 Position Statement, Updated May 2016 
• Guidance on Bylaw 4-9 Recruiting 
• Guidance on Bylaw 4-10 Amateur | Request for Retention of Amateur Status 
• Bylaw Situations Requiring the Commissioner's Approval 
• Guidelines for Reporting the Use of an Ineligible Student 
• OHSAA Transgender Policy 
• High School Eligibility Certificate  [ PDF ]   [ DOC ] 
• 7-8th Grade Eligibility Certificate  [ PDF ]  [ DOC ] 
• OASSA Credit Flex PowerPoint 
• 2016-17 Eligibility Guide and Checklist for 7th and 8th Grade Student-Athletes 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/AppealProcess.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/AppealProcessMemo.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/general/about/Bylaws.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/sports/rglts/GeneralSportsRegulations.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuideHS.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuidelinesGuidanceCounselors.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-1-1_PositionStatement.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-9GuidanceRecruiting.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-10GuidanceAmateur.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/Bylaw4-10-2RequestRetentionofAmateurStatus.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/comm_apprvl.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/GuidelinesForReportingUseOfIneligibleStudent.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/TransgenderPolicy.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/eligcert.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/elig_cert.doc
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/eligcertJH.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/elig_certJH.doc
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/OASSACreditFlex.pptx
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuideMS.pdf


Eligibility Page, cont. 
• Eligibility Forms – Side of the page 
• Pre-Participation Physical Exam System - PrivIT Profile 
• Exception Request for Students with Disabilities or Students Retained K-3 
• Physical Education Credit 
• The forms below have been updated for the 2016-17 school year: 
• Affidavit for Bona Fide Legal Residence Form 
• Bylaw 4-6-3 Exception 7 

     Military Power of Attorney 
• Poor Performing School Transfer Instructions  
• Self-Supporting Status  [ GUIDANCE ]        [ FORM ] 
• Eligibility of International Exchange Students: [ MEMO ]  [ FORM ] 
• Bylaw 4-6-3 Exception 10: [ GUIDANCE ]     [ FORM ] 
• Bylaw 4-7-2 Exception 9: [ FORM ] 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/medicine/physicalform.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/PEcredit.htm
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Affidavit-BonaFideResidence.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Bylaw4-6-3_Exc7.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc4.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/selfsupport.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/FEmemo.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/FEelig.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Bylaw4-6-3_Exc10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Bylaw4-7-2_Exc9.pdf


Bylaw 4-1-1 

• Each student shall meet ALL requirements in Bylaw 
4 in order to be eligible to participate in 
interscholastic athletics in an Ohio member school. 

• Note: The authority to correct administrative errors 
is limited to correcting student eligibility issues as 
codified within Bylaw 4 – Student Eligibility.  
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4-1-1 
 Students who have not met the high school or middle 

school scholarship requirement are not “substantively 
eligible;” and a student who fails to register for enough 
credit hours, fails a class(es) or drops a class that lowers 
the student below the requisite number of credits, always 
has a shared responsibility for this shortcoming thus 
disqualifying such shortcoming from the “due solely to an 
administrative error” category.  Therefore, this Bylaw shall 
never be used in conjunction with Bylaws 4-4-1 or 4-4-5. 
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Exceptions to Forfeiture Penalty for 
violation of Bylaw 4 

• Falsification or attempt to establish eligibility via 
falsification – may result in no forfeiture – will be 
penalties to the student 

• Administrative Error only as applied to Bylaw 4  
 – may result in no forfeiture 

– Student must be eligible in all respects 
– School erred in not securing a ruling 
– See guidance here http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-1-

1_PositionStatement.pdf relative to examples 
– Not applicable to sports regulation violations/Scholarship Bylaw 
– May expect a fine to accompany this ruling 14 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-1-1_PositionStatement.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-1-1_PositionStatement.pdf


Bylaw 4-1-3 

• A student is a member of an interscholastic squad 
when the student participates in an interscholastic 
contest.   

• Remains a member until the start of the next school 
season in that sport. 
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SECTION 2: AGE LIMITATION 

 
4-2-1  - As soon as the student turns 20 = 

ineligible at the high school no matter when this 
occurs in a season.  

4-2-2  15 before August 1= ineligible in the 7-8th 
grade school – MAY be eligible at the high 
school 
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AGE LIMITATION CONT. 

4-2-3  - May choose to commence Eligibility for high school 
athletics  OR may choose to remain in grade 8 and not 
participate. 

• 15 prior to August 1 – May participate at the high school. 
• Eligible at the school where the student is expected to enroll 

at the ninth grade level.  
• If chooses to participate at the high school shall have no 

more than eight semesters of high school eligibility taken in 
order of attendance in accordance with Bylaw 4-3-3. 
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Exception 1 to Age Bylaws  
4-2-1 & 4-2-2 

• Student who is a child with a disability (Ohio 
Operating Standards/ Part B Federal IDEIA) MAY 
be declared eligible if: 
– Diagnosed contemporaneous with the events that caused him/her to be too 

old to meet this standard 
– Disability is the number one reason s/he cannot meet the standard 
– No safety risk 
– No physical advantage 
– No meaningful participation and would not affect the outcome of any 

contest 
– No evidence of “red shirting” 

• Principal or senior administrator must file according to application  
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf


Exception 2 to Age Bylaw – 4-2-2 – 
Grades 7-8 only 

• Student who has been retained in grades K-3 on the 
advice of educational professionals MAY be declared 
eligible if : 
– No safety risk 
– No physical advantage 
– No meaningful participation and would not affect the outcome of any contest 
– No evidence of “red shirting” 

• Principal or senior administrator must file request according 
to application 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf  
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf


Presumptions that govern Bylaw 
4- 3 – Enrollment and Attendance 

• A student cannot attend a school without being 
officially enrolled. 

• A student cannot be enrolled in more than one 
school at any given time. 

• Once a student is enrolled and attending a new 
school, the OHSAA shall consider the student 
withdrawn from the former school. 
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Enrollment and Attendance 
Resource Center 

• For guidance on all bylaws in Section 3 – ENROLLMENT 
AND ATTENDANCE click here on the Eligibility Page:  

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EnrollAttendGuidance.htm  
 

21 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EnrollAttendGuidance.htm


 
 
Enrollment and Attendance- Bylaw 4-3-1 
REVIEW - http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-1.pdf 
 
 

• A student is eligible only at the school where  enrolled and 
attending full time and which sponsors the athletic squad 
with the exception of the following in accordance with 
legislative action over the last three years: 
– Home-educated (excused from compulsory attendance) students 

shall be eligible to participate in the sports program at the public 
school located in the parents’ residential district provided they meet 
all other eligibility standards. 

– Home educated – outside the residential district – MAY be allowed 
to participate if the residential public school district school does not 
have the sport AND the superintendent of the other non-residential 
public district approves. 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-1.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-1.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-1.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-1.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-1.pdf


Bylaw 4-3-1 
• Students in non-public schools (either chartered or 

non-chartered) 
– Shall be afforded the opportunity to participate in sports in the 

residential public school district if the non-public school does not 
sponsor that sport(s) 

• Students in community or STEM schools 
– Shall be afforded the opportunity to participate in sports in the 

residential public school district if the community or STEM school 
does not sponsor that sport(s) 

– Click here to see the community schools that are approved for Ohio 
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/School-Choice/Community-
Schools/Forms-and-Program-Information-for-Community-
School/Directory-of-Community-Schools-and-Sponsors. 
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http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/School-Choice/Community-Schools/Forms-and-Program-Information-for-Community-School/Directory-of-Community-Schools-and-Sponsors
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/School-Choice/Community-Schools/Forms-and-Program-Information-for-Community-School/Directory-of-Community-Schools-and-Sponsors
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/School-Choice/Community-Schools/Forms-and-Program-Information-for-Community-School/Directory-of-Community-Schools-and-Sponsors


 
Guidance on State Law – The Non-

Enrolled Student 
 • There are two documents on the Eligibility page 

under the headings:  
• Guidance for Interscholastic Participation for 

Non-Enrolled Students 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/GuidelinesForNon-
EnrolledStudents.pdf  AND 

• Most Commonly Asked Questions 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/CommonlyAskedQuestions.htm 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/GuidelinesForNon-EnrolledStudents.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/GuidelinesForNon-EnrolledStudents.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/CommonlyAskedQuestions.htm


Other Exceptions to 4-3-1 
#1 – Separate 9th grade building 
#2 – JVS/Career Center 
#3 –College Credit Plus 
#4 – Alternative school sponsored by BOE 
#5 – Home educated and desiring to participate in a 

member non-public school (not the residential public 
school district as mandated in the current legislation) – 
must be partially enrolled in a minimum of one 
academic course (not PE or band) 

#6 – As adopted by state legislative mandate –to address 
additional efforts to modify rules by our GA 
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Home-Educated Students – Excused 
from Compulsory Attendance   

• May be eligible if attempting to participate in the public school located 
in the parents’ residential district, i.e., where entitled to attend tuition 
free.  State Law now permits this participation without the obligation 
of taking any course work at the member school.  Students must still 
be ruled eligible in all other aspects including scholarship. 

• May enter a member school from home education at anytime 
provided the member school certifies that the student met all 
standards in the home school or in the last school attended during 
the preceding grading period of the member school. 

• May not withdraw to home education and then reenroll during the 
school year or beginning of the next school year without showing 
successful completion of the academic standard found in Bylaw 4-4 

• May not be home educated if enrolled in one of the online digital 
schools, e.g. community school  – check with the superintendent 

26 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Notes:



Semesters   
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf  

4-3-2 – For purposes of the semester bylaws 4-3-3 
and 4-3-4 only, enrollment and attendance in a 
school shall be deemed continuous until such date 
when a student has been officially withdrawn from 
the school in accordance with that school’s policies. 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf


 
 

EIGHT SEMESTERS 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-2345.pdf 

 
 4-3-3  After a student completes the eighth grade 

• eligible for a period not to exceed eight semesters 
• taken in order of attendance  
• whether the student participates or not 
•  7th or 8th grader who is 15 before August 1 

– eligible only at the high school level if he/she chooses to play 
– for a period not to exceed eight semesters whether the student 

participates or not 
– Unless students is a child with a significant disability in accordance 

with the age or semester bylaws.   Note that there is no exception 
to the semester bylaw for a student who has been retained in K-3. 
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Bylaw 4-3-3  - Exception 1 
• Completes the eighth semester of eligibility during 

the season of a sport may complete the sports 
season 

• Must be enrolled in school 
• Ineligible for further interscholastic participation 

when the sports season has ended (regular and 
tournament) 

• Must be approved by OHSAA 
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Bylaw 4-3-3 - Exception 2 

• Student who is a child with a disability (Ohio Operating 
Standards/ Part B Federal IDEIA) MAY be declared 
eligible if: 
– Diagnosed contemporaneous with the events that caused him/her to be too 

old to meet this standard 
– Disability is the number one reason s/he cannot meet the standard 
– No safety risk 
– No physical advantage 
– No meaningful participation and would not affect the outcome of any contest 
– No evidence of “red shirting” 

• Principal or senior administrator must file according to 
application 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf    
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf


Bylaw 4-3-3 Exception 3 

 The Commissioner’s Office, in its sole discretion, 
may permit a student who began high school in 
another country to have eight semesters of high 
school eligibility in the United States  when 
evidence can be presented that the student’s 
placement in high school outside the United States 
was inappropriate for the student’s age and 
academic capabilities. 
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Bylaw 4-3-4 
Four Semesters for Grades 7-8 

• After a student completes grade six and before 
entering grade nine, the student may be eligible for 
a period not to exceed four semesters taken in 
order of attendance whether the student 
participates or not. 

32 



Bylaw 4-3-4 Exception 1 
• Student who is a child with a disability (Ohio Operating 

Standards/ Part B Federal IDEIA) MAY be declared eligible if: 
– Diagnosed contemporaneous with the events that caused him/her to be too old to 

meet this standard 
– Disability is the number one reason s/he cannot meet the standard 
– No safety risk 
– No physical advantage 
– No meaningful participation and would not affect the outcome of any contest 
– No evidence of “red shirting” 

• Principal or senior administrator must file according to 
application http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf  
  
 33 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Disability.pdf


Bylaw 4-3-5  

What constitutes a semester? 
•  enrolled (not necessarily attending) 15 or more 

school days in any semester, or 
• participated in an interscholastic contest prior to 

or in a semester 
• Exception:  may disregard a semester of 

“enrollment” for extenuating circumstances that 
are no fault of the student . Sole discretion of the 
Commissioner’s Office.  
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4-3-5-Situations which count 
As A Semester 

• 1 - suspension or expulsion - the semester(s) 
counts 

• 2 - withdraws from school for CCP and does not 
select dual credit - the semester(s) counts 

• 3 – does not attend due to truancy – the 
semester(s) counts 

• 4 – does not attend due to voluntary withdrawal – 
the semester(s) counts 
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Bylaw 4-3-6 – Graduate 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-67.pdf 

(This link explains 4-3-6 & 7)  

• Considered a graduate and no longer eligible 
– When declared a graduate by the BOE 
– Completed the work required for graduation 

• Graduates are ineligible in spite of having 
semesters available or being age appropriate 
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-67.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-67.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-67.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-67.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-3-67.pdf


Bylaw 4-3-7- Graduate outside the 
USA 

• Considered a graduate when completed the work 
required for graduation outside the USA 

• Exception: If the student has not met the 
substantive academic requirements of the NCAA 
initial eligibility center in regard to high school 
graduation, the student MAY be declared eligible at 
a member school subject to the sole discretion of 
the Commissioner’s Office.  
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Scholarship Resource Center 

• For guidance on all bylaws in Section 4 – 
SCHOLARSHIP - click here on the Eligibility Page: 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/ScholarshipGuidance.htm  
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http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/ScholarshipGuidance.htm


Notes that precede Section 4 
• Note 1: The OHSAA will accept scholarship eligibility for 

students enrolling from outside Ohio if those students had 
met the eligibility standards of the state from which they 
transferred or the standards found in 4-4. 

• Note 2: For students who attend 
community/vocational/alternative schools sponsored by a 
school district and students who are home educated, the 
immediately preceding grading period determination shall 
be the grading period of the school for which the student 
wishes to compete. 
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New Notes for 2016-17 
• Note 3: Scholarship Eligibility for the home educated student 

who was not home educated for an entire year, leaves a 
school for home education during a school year or who 
commences home education during the school year after 
being declared ineligible, shall be evaluated for eligibility 
based on ORC§3313.5312.  

• Note 4: No student who has failed a course or was not 
enrolled in a course during the grading period shall be able to 
use that course to fulfill the scholarship requirement if the 
course was not a course that the student was enrolled in and 
passing at the conclusion of the grading period. 
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Bylaw 4-4-1 – High School Standard 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-1.pdf  

4-4-1  High School (9-12)  
– currently enrolled  
– enrolled in school the immediately preceding grading 

period (6, 9, 12 or 18 week board adopted term).  Note: 
“Immediately” refers to the school’s grading period 
which is directly before the current grading period. 

– received passing grades in a minimum of five one-
credit courses or the equivalent each of which counts 
toward graduation during the preceding grading period 
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Bylaw 4-4-1 – Exception 1 

• May waive the requirement if student is 
– A senior 
– Has met the graduation requirement in the preceding 

semester (number of units) 
– Is currently in the top 10% of the class 
– Can demonstrate that the underlying purposes of this 

bylaw have been otherwise fulfilled 
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Bylaw 4-4-1 – Exception 2 

• May waive the requirement if student is: 
– Removed or withdrawn due to personal accident, illness 

or family hardship 
– Appeal must come from principal 
– Must contain supporting school and medical 

documentation 

43 



Bylaw 4-4-1 - Exception 3 
• Eligibility restored by the OHSAA provided: 

– An incomplete, not a grade, was received at the end of the grading 
period 

– The reason for the incomplete was due to: 
•  Injury/illness verified by a physician, or 
• Calamity days, or 
• Severe family tragedy  

– Incomplete was given in accordance with BOE policy applicable to 
all students and the work made up in the time period stipulated in 
the policy 

– No evidence that the incomplete was given to permit the student 
extra assignments or tutoring to avoid a failing grade 

– Ineligible until ruled eligible by the Commissioner’s office 
 44 



Bylaw 4-4-2 
  Failure to provide services  

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-2.pdf   
Student with a disability may be declared eligible if: 
•Direct mediation process or an Independent 
Hearing Officer (IHO) determines that the school 
has failed to provide support services as identified in 
the IEP 
•AND as a result of this failure, the student does not 
meet 4-4-1, the student may be declared eligible 
upon successful completion of compensatory 
education as ordered. 
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Bylaw 4-4-3 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-3.pdf  

 
The eligibility or ineligibility of a student continues 
until the start of the fifth (5th) school day of the 
next grading period, at which time the grades 
from the immediately preceding grading period 
become effective.   
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4-4-3 Continued... 

For the purposes of this Bylaw, “school day” 
includes faculty in-service days, calamity days 
and regular school attendance days but not 
holidays or school breaks. 
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Exceptions– 4-4-3 
1. Eligibility or ineligibility for the first grading period 

commences with the start of the fall sports season 
2. Students coming off the “Ineligible” status can 

regain eligibility 24 hours after the district’s Board 
established mandatory grade reporting date 
(cannot be same date as the end of the grading 
period).  

3. Click here for a template for your BOE 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-
3_Exception2_MandatoryGradeReport.pdf   
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Bylaw 4-4-4 – Rising 9th grader  
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-7and8thgrade.pdf  

 
   A student enrolled in the first grading period 

after advancement from the eighth grade 
must have passed a minimum of five of all 
subjects carried the preceding grading period 
in which the student was enrolled.  

 Note:  All subjects count 
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Bylaw 4-4-5 – 7-8th grade standard 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-7and8thgrade.pdf  

 
 

  
– Enrolled in 7th grade for the first time - ELIGIBLE 
– After initial enrollment, a student in grade 7 or 8  

• Must be currently enrolled 
• Must have been enrolled in school the 

immediately preceding grading period 
• Must have received passing grades during 

that grading period in five of those subjects in 
which the student received grades. 
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SCHOLARSHIP, CONT. 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-4-6and4-4-7.pdf 

 
4-4-6  The primary responsibility for verifying eligibility 

rests with the receiving school.  Eligibility shall be 
verified by reviewing school records or written 
verification from the sending school. 

4-4-7  Summer school and other educational options may 
not be used to bring a student into compliance with 
Bylaws 4-4-1, 4-4-4 or 4-4-5. 
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HIGH SCHOOL EXAMPLE: 1ST 
NINE WEEK GRADING PERIOD  

 
SUBJECT 
 
English 10 
Spanish 1 
Health 
Algebra 
Computers 

 
 
CREDIT 
 
1   All Year 
1   All Year 
½   1st Sem. 
1    All Year 
½   1st Sem. 

 
 
GRADE 
 
C 
D 
C 
F 
C 
 
 

 
 
CREDITS = 5 UNITS OR 
EQUIVALENT. 
1  x 1      =  1 
1  x 1      =  1 
½ x  2     =  1 
0 
½ x 2      =  1 
                   4 
 
INELIGIBLE FOR 2ND 
GRADING PERIOD 
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HIGH SCHOOL EXAMPLE: 3RD NINE WEEK 
GRADING PERIOD 

SUBJECT CREDIT GRADE CREDITS TOWARD 5 
UNITS OR EQUIVALENT 

BIOLOGY 1 ALL YR C 1 X 1 = 1 

ENGLISH 1 ALL YR C 1 X 1 = 1 

TECH. 1 ALL YR B 1 X 1 = 1 

HISTORY 1 ALL YR C 1 X 1 = 1  

COMPUTER ¼  2ND 
SEM. 
ONLY 

D ¼ X 2 = ½ 
 
  

 
PHYS. ED. ¼  2ND 

SEM. 
ONLY 

B ¼ X 2 = ½ 
              5 
ELIGIBLE FOR 4TH GRADING 
PERIOD 
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HIGH SCHOOL EXAMPLE: 4TH NINE WEEK 
GRADING PERIOD 

SUBJECT CREDIT GRADE CREDITS TOWARD 5 UNITS 
OR THE EQUIVALENT 

ENGLISH 1- ALL YR C 1 X 1 = 1 

O.W.E. 2- ALL YR F 0 

O.W.E 1 -ALL YR D 1 X 1 = 1 

HEALTH ¼- 2ND 
SEM. 
ONLY 

B ¼ X 2 = 1/2 

COMPUTER ¼ 4TH 9 
WKS 
ONLY 

C ¼ X 4= 1 
             3 ½ = NOT ELIGIBLE 
FOR FIRST GRADING 
PERIOD OF NEXT SCHOOL 
YEAR. 
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GRADE 7-8 EXAMPLE - 1ST NINE WEEK 
GRADING PERIOD of GRADE 8 

SUBJECT GRADE 
ENGLISH F 
MATH B 
OHIO    
HISTORY 

A 

ART B 
PHYS. ED. B 
COMPUTERS C 
MUSIC C 
HEALTH B 

 
PASSED 7 subjects =  
ELIGIBLE FOR 2ND 
GRADING PERIOD 
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GRADE 7-8 EXAMPLE - 3RD NINE 
WEEK GRADING PERIOD 

SUBJECT GRADE 
ENGLISH F 
MATH D 
OHIO HISTORY F 
GRAPHIC ARTS C 
MUSIC B 
TECHNOLOGY B 
PHYS. ED. B 
  

PASSED 5 CLASSES 
ELIGIBLE FOR 4 TH 
GRADING PERIOD 
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GRADE 7-8 EXAMPLE - 4TH 
NINE WEEK GRADING PERIOD GRADE 7 

SUBJECT GRADE 
ENGLISH C 
MATH D 
GEOGRAPHY C 
TECHNOLOGY F 
PHYS. ED. A 
  

PASSED 4 CLASSES 
INELIGIBLE FOR IST 
GRADING PERIOD OF 
THE NEXT SCHOOL 
YEAR 
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Block Scheduling Example – 3rd 
Grading Period (ECOT) 

SUBJECT GRADE CREDIT & 
DURATION 

FACTOR CREDIT 
EQUIVALENCY  

CALCULUS B 1 - Semester 2 1 X 2 = 2 

FRENCH C 1 - Semester 2 1 X 2 = 2 

PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION 

A ¼ -Semester 2 ¼ X 2 = 1/2 

4 ½ = not 
eligible 
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College Credit Plus Program 
Example 1 

SUBJECT SCHOOL CREDIT & 
DURATION 

GRADE CREDIT 
EQUIVALENCY  

HISTORY High 
School 

1 - Year A 1 X1 =1 

LITERATURE CCP 3 Semester  
Hours  

B 1 X 2 = 2 

CALCULUS CCP 5 Semester 
Hours 

C 1 X 2 = 2 

BIOLOGY CCP 4 Semester 
Hours 

A 1 X 2= 2 
            7 
ELIGIBLE 59 



College Credit Plus Program 
Example 2 

SUBJECT SCHOOL CREDIT & 
DURATION 

GRADE CREDIT 
EQUIVALENCY  

French CCP 5 
Semester 
Hours 

A 1 X2 =   2 

Sociology CCP 5 
Semester 
Hours  

A 1 x 2 = 2 

Computer 
Science 

CCP 4 
Semester 
Hours 

F 0 

4 =  
INELIGIBLE 60 



Credit Flexibility 

For more information on this program go to 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/OASS
A_Credit_Flex.pptx to access a PowerPoint 
Presentation. 
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Legislative Mandate - G.P.A. and 
“No-Pass, No-Play” 

• Required Adoption was July 1, 1998 
• Establishes a G.P.A. - Grades 7-12 by District or 

School 
• Local District Choice Re. “No-Pass, No Play” 
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New for 2016-17 
Schedule Change Form for your 

School Counselor 
• http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/SuggestedSchedule

ChangeForm.pdf 
• Suggested but critical to communication of our eligibility 

standards to students and parents 
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UP NEXT 

ROXANNE PRICE, 
Assistant 

Commissioner 
64 



Section 5 - Conduct, Character, 
Discipline 

• Matters pertaining to conduct not involving athletics 
– School is the sole judge 

• Matters pertaining to conduct involving athletics – 
principal and contest officials shall report – OHSAA 
may provide additional penalties 
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Section 5 - Conduct, Character, 
Discipline 

• Physical attacks on contest officials shall be 
immediately reported to the OHSAA 

• Ejected or DQ’d students shall be placed under 
the supervision of a school official. 

• Suspended or expelled students are ineligible for 
athletics at any member school. 
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Residence Resource Center  
 

• For guidance on all bylaws in Section 6 – RESIDENCE 
- click here on the Eligibility Page: 
 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/ResidencGuidance.htm  
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Bylaw 4-6-1 
• 4-6-1 – Establishes definition of a bona fide legal residence 

within a public school district or an attendance zone in a 
multiple high school district 

• Defines public school districts for the purpose of these 
bylaws. 

• Stipulates that it is not considered a bona fide change of 
legal residence if the parents of a transfer student vacate a 
residence prior to one year from the date the transfer is 
approved if the student remains in the new school. 

• Cross references transfer bylaw 4-7-2 and 4-7-4, ex. 1 – 
parents’ bona fide move 

• http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/TransferBylawGuidance.htm   
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Bona Fide Legal Residence 
 What is it? 

• Where the parents (note plural and note that the term 
refers to biological, adoptive and step-parents) and family 
sleep 

• Where mail is received 
• Where meals are prepared and eaten 
• Where the parents are registered to vote 
• Where important family activities take place during 

significant parts of each day 
• Affidavit of Bona Fide Legal Residence – found at 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Affidavit-
BonaFideResidence.pdf and in packet 
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4-6-2 – Student with a disability 
    http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-2.pdf  

 Student with a disability 
– May participate in the district school where the special 

unit is located or in the parents’ residential district 
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Bylaw 4-6-3 – Exception 1 
     http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc1.pdf  

• 4-6-3 – A student whose parents reside outside the state of 
Ohio are ineligible for interscholastic athletics in a member 
school 
– Exception 1 – legal custody is changed to a grandparent, aunt, 

uncle or sibling living in Ohio for mental, physical or educational 
well-being and not athletic reasons.  Must be ruled eligible by the 
OHSAA and is solely discretionary. 

– The Commissioner’s office may grant eligibility to a student whose 
legal custodian, pursuant to a court order, has had legal custody of 
the student for a minimum of one year and who has become a bona 
fide resident of the state of Ohio.  Such a student is ineligible until 
declared eligible by the Commissioner’s office. 
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Bylaw 4-6-3 - Exceptions 2-6 
  http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc23456.pdf  

• Exception 2 – Has attended at least 15 days in grade 11 when 
parents move out of state 

• Exception 3 – Continuous attendance beginning in first grade in an 
Ohio 1-12 school or system 

• Exception 4 – Continuous attendance in a parochial elementary 
school within a school system from the beginning of grade 4 through 
8 permits eligibility in grade 9 at a designated system high school in 
Ohio. Transfer bylaw may apply.  

• Exception 5 – Student resides in another state which is included 
within an Ohio school district (Should be expiring soon as it is never 
used). Transfer bylaw may apply.  

• Exception 6 -Student enrolls in a school that houses the student and 
functions in loco parentis (boarding school). Transfer bylaw may 
apply. 
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4-6-3 Exception 7 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc7.pdf  

• Exception 7 – Military parent deployed within the U.S.A. – 
military POA required. Click here for the Special POA Form: 
 
  http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/ByLaw4-6-3-Exc7.pdf  
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Bylaw 4-6-3 Exception 8 
    http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc8.pdf  

• Exception 8 – Student is a US citizen whose parents are 
deported may be eligible provided the student maintains 
continuous enrollment in an Ohio school. 

 Requires a ruling from the Commissioner’s office: 
– Cover Letter stipulating to the conditions within the exception 
– Documentation to verify the deportation order 
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Bylaw 4-6-3 Exception 9 
    http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc9.pdf  

• Exception 9 – Student’s parent(s) are US citizens 
who reside outside the US; student may be 
declared eligible.   

• Requires a ruling from the Commissioner’s office 
– Cover Letter 
– Verification of the student’s and parents’ citizenship and 

that the parents reside outside the USA. 
– Note that the transfer bylaw may also apply  
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Bylaw 4-6-3 – Exception 10 

     http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-6-3_Exc10.pdf    
 

• Exception 10 – Student is a US/Dual citizen whose 
parents are not citizens and live outside the US. 
Eligibility granted for one year only with the 
submission of this form found here 
http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Bylaw4-6-
3_Exc10.pdf  
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Transfer Resource Center 
 

• For guidance on all bylaws in Section 7 – TRANSFER - 
click here on the Eligibility Page: 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/TransferBylawGuidance.htm  
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Bylaw  4-7-2  
Inter-district Transfer 

   Basic Concepts: 
 
– Establish eligibility by attending a high school as a 9th grade student 

through the fifth day of the new school year or 
– Participating in a contest prior to the beginning of school in grade 9 
– Thereafter, any transfer (change of high school) will require a student 

who has participated (participation being defined as playing in a 
contest) in an interscholastic sport during the 12 months immediately 
preceding this transfer to sit out all contests until the first 50% of the 
maximum allowable regular season contests in any sport he or she 
played the past year have been competed. 
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Basic Concepts, Cont.  
• Once eligibility is restored, the student shall be eligible for no more 

than 50% of the maximum allowable contests, quarters, halves or 
points, which are permitted, in any recognized sport. Maximum 
allowable DOES NOT MEAN what you have on your regular season 
schedule if the number of such contests is less than the “maximum 
allowable” permitted by Sport Regulation. 

• Not applicable to students in grades 7 and 8 
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Maximum Allowable Contests in All OHSAA-
recognized sports and Formula for Determining 
Eligibility under the 50% Transfer Consequence 

80 

Sport Maximum # of Contests as per the OHSAA Board Transfer Student Ineligible Until 

Baseball 27 Games Game 14 

Basketball (Boys and Girls) 22 Games Game 12  -then eligible for no more than 55 quarters 
for the remainder of the regular season. 

Bowling 24 Matches Match 13 

Cross Country (Boys and Girls) 16 Meets Meet 9 

Field Hockey 16 Games Game 9 - then eligible for no more than 21 halves 
for the remainder of the regular season. 

Football 10 Games Game 6 --then eligible for no more than 25 quarters 
for the remainder of the regular season. 

Golf 20 Matches Match 11 

Gymnastics 14 Meets Meet 8 

              
        

           
      



Maximum Allowable Contests in All OHSAA-
recognized sports and Formula for Determining 
Eligibility under the 50% Transfer Consequence 

Sport Maximum # of Contests as per the OHSAA Board Transfer Student Ineligible Until 

Ice Hockey 35 Games Game 18 

Soccer (Boys and Girls) 16 Games Game 9 -then eligible for no more than 21 halves for 
the remainder of the regular season. 
 

Softball 27 Games Game 14 

Swimming and Diving(Boys and Girls) 16 Meets Meet 9 

Tennis (Boys and Girls) 22 Matches Match 12 

Track and Field (Boys and Girls) 16 Meets Meet 9 

Volleyball  22 Matches Match 12 

Wrestling 20 Points Point 11- then eligible for no more than 11 points for 
the remainder of the regular season. 
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Bylaw 4-7-2 – Exception 1 
 – Parents Bona Fide Move 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc1.pdf  

 Exception 1 – Student compelled to transfer when parents (note 
plural) make a bona fide change of legal residence to another 
public school district 
 

•  Student has the choice of either the residential public high school 
in the new district or any non-public school. 

• School administrator is required (with help of other district 
personnel) to verify that the move has taken place BEFORE 
sending any request for eligibility to the OHSAA 

• Affidavit of bona fide legal residence (ABFR) is required whenever 
there is a transfer into your high school under this exception. 

• Please do not submit if you believe the move is not bona fide or if 
you feel the student was not compelled to transfer due to the 
move. 
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Exception #1 
 
• Incoming 9th grade students whose parents move 

into the district do not need the affidavit as those 
students are not considered transfers. 

• Parents moving in from outside Ohio need to use 
this form to support a transfer.  The choice of 
schools is the public school in the new district or 
any non-public school.  If the residence from 
which the family moved and the residence to 
where the family moved are 100 miles or more 
apart, the student may choose any public school.  
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    Affidavit of Bona Fide Residence 

 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/AffidavitBonaFideResidence.pdf  
• Three pages 

– Page one – review with parents and remind them of the requirements for 
living in the new residence; both parents (includes biological, adoptive 
and step parents if the marriage is intact) and you must sign – Please 
use the new form that is in your packet labeled for 2016-17. Collect all 
materials including lease if renting. 

– VERIFY ALL STATEMENTS AND THE RESIDENCY 
– Pages two and three – parents take to a notary public to verify all 

statements.  Provide your school’s notary to assist parents if necessary.  
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ABFR continued 

• Must have 
– Completely vacated the previous residence and 

removed all personal belongings 
– Current driver’s license and voter registration bearing 

the new address 
– Custody information for the student 
– Copy of deed or lease 
– Move must have been within the calendar year and be 

the event which compels the transfer – that means the 
move and transfer are contemporaneous.  
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ABFR, continued 
– Verification of receipt of mail, utility bills. 
– Listing of both school districts on former and current 

residences. 
– Verification that all household members have made the 

move. 
– No need to send us a copy of the lease, utility bills or any 

other documentation. 
– Checklist will assist you 
– http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-

2Guidance_Exc1_CHECKLIST.pdf  
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Exception one - continued 
• Signature of affiant and notary’s stamp and signature 
• Most important - #28 – The reason the parents have made 

the move 
• This answer helps us to determine, along with the timeline,  if the 

move compelled the transfer. 
• If student was not compelled to transfer, Eligibility will be 

denied. 
• It is a good idea to check on the validity of the parents’ statement 

in #28 before submitting 
• Be prepared to make home visits to verify the residence both 

prior to submitting the Affidavit of Bona Fide Legal Residence and 
throughout the year  
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Bylaw 4-7-2 – Exception 2 
Change of Legal Custody 

http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-
2Guidance_Exc2.pdf  

Exception 2 – If, as a result of a Change of legal 
custody between a student’s parents, the 
student is compelled to transfer to another 
school district: 

• Commissioner’s office may restore eligibility if satisfied 
that the change of custody was the act which 
compelled the transfer. 

• Student is ineligible until ruled eligible by the 
Commissioner’s office 
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4-7-2 Ex. #2 
• This exception has been divided into two parts. 
• When a court-ordered change of custody between the student’s 

parents results in the student’s change of school district, this 
triggers: 
– Choice of the public high school in the new custodian’s school 

district 
– Choice of any non-public school 

• Requires an actual legal change of custody, not a Power of 
Attorney or an affidavit for school attendance 

• Change of custody must be between parents residing in different 
school districts.  
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Legal Change of Custody between 
two parents 

• What must the school administrator do: 
– Obtain the court order and ensure that it is a legal 

change of custody signed by a judge or magistrate 
– If these parents formerly had a Shared Parenting Plan, 

ensure that the Plan has been terminated and that the 
parent living in your district (or the new district) is the 
sole legal custodian.  This action should be stipulated in 
the court order.  

– NOTE:  The OHSAA does not recommend termination 
of a shared parenting plan. 
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Notes on Shared Parenting 

• Common decree in Ohio when there is a divorce or 
dissolution. 

• Note:  Re-designation of residential parent within a 
Shared Parenting agreement is NOT a legal 
change of custody. 

• Although we never recommend this action, the only 
way that a change of custody can occur when 
parents have a Shared Parenting Plan is if the plan 
is terminated. 
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Exception 2 – Change of Custody 
Between Parents 

– Draft a letter to either Deborah Moore or Roxanne Price 
stipulating:  

• The person named in the custody document is a resident of 
the new school district into which the student is moving. 

• The student will live full time with that resident for one year. 
• The school from which the student is transferring. 
• The reason for the change of custody including why the 

student was compelled to transfer. 
• Include the petition for change of custody if available. 
• Send a copy of the court order, signed by a judge or 

magistrate, along with the letter. 
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Change of Custody to a Non-
Parent 

• What must the school administrator do? 
– Send a certified copy of the court order or agency placement 

changing the custody/guardianship to a non-parent or agency. 
– Insure the document is signed by a judge, magistrate or agent of a 

protective services organization. 
– Send a copy of the documentation (also known as an 

adjudication) accompanying the request for change of custody 
which clearly stipulates that the change is necessary due to: 

• Abuse 
• Neglect 
• Delinquency/Unruliness  - NOTE:  Student must be 

adjudicated under one of these three conditions! 
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Change of Custody to a  
Non-Parent 

– Send a cover letter stipulating the following: 
• High School from which the student is transferring. 
• Verification that the person or agent named in the document 

resides in the new school district. 
• Verification that the student will live with the new custodian full 

time for at least a year. 
• Explanation of the need to change custody to support the idea 

that the student was compelled to transfer.  
– In both scenarios, if the date of enrollment predates the change 

of custody order, this exception may not apply. 
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Bylaw 4-7-2 – Exception 3 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc3.pdf  
 
Exception 3 – School Closes or discontinues its entire high school’ 

educational program after grade nine = one-time transfer to any 
other high school.  Also, annexation or Consolidation = eligible 
upon receipt of board action. 

  
 Note: This exception shall be available to any student 

whose high school has closed as long as that high school 
was an OHSAA member school prior to the 2012-13 school 
year. 
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Bylaw 4-7-2 – Exception 4 
 Self Support  

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc4.pdf  
• Student lives in a different school district than parents or legal 

custodian. 
• Is of the age of majority. 
• Is financially self supporting and is not supported by family 

members – Required monthly earning is $500 – net funds. 
• May be ruled eligible upon approval of OHSAA every 30 days 
• Principal or AD to submit form found here: 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/selfsupport.pdf. 
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Bylaw 4-7-2 – Exceptions 5 and 6 

Exception 5 - A student transferred to the State School 
For the Blind or State School for the Deaf shall be 
eligible upon enrollment. 

Exception 6 – Home not ready for habitation. Eligibility 
may be granted for 90 days for a student who has 
been enrolled in the district in accordance with ORC 
§§ 3313.64 (F)(6) or 3313.64 (F)(7). After 90 days 
the parents must submit the ABFR. The student is 
ineligible until ruled eligible by the Commissioner’s 
Office. http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc6.pdf  
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4-7-2 Exception 7 – Anti-Harassment, Anti-Bullying, 
Anti-Intimidation 

 http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc7.pdf  
• If a student is a victim of harassment, intimidation or 

bullying, which harassment, intimidation or bullying has 
been documented to the school district in accordance 
with the ORC, and as a result, such activity has 
compelled a transfer, we may waive all or part of the 
50% penalty provided: 
– The district’s policy has been strictly followed 
– The district provides us with a copy of the policy 
– The district secures releases from the student and family authorizing 

the complete record  of the events and circumstances including: 
98 
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Exception 7, Cont. 
– A specific detailed report of the incident(s) 
– An outline of the procedures used to respond to and 

investigate the reported incident(s); 
– A copy of the findings that were a result of the complaint 

process and investigation; 
– A specific, detailed disciplinary procedure for any 

individual found guilty of harassment, intimidation or 
bullying;  
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Ex. 7, Cont. 
– All reports of notification to parents or guardians of any 

student involvement in the incident(s); 
– A report of the intervention strategies and remedial 

action the school has undertaken to assist the student 
and redress the complaint. 

• The district provides the Commissioner’s Office all the 
above 

• The “district” referenced is the district in which the alleged 
harassment or bullying occurred. 

• The school to which the student transfers should obtain and 
submit the documentation for consideration. 
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Exception 8 – Transfer to an IB school 
 http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc8.pdf  

• Permits a waiver of the 50% sit-out when a student 
transfers to a school to enter the International 
Baccalaureate Program 

• Must obtain a ruling following the guidance here: 
• If the student drops out of the IB program, shall be 

immediately ineligible  
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Exception 9 – Transfer to residential 
public high school 
 http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc9.pdf  

• One time option  
• Parents must have resided in the district for a year 
• Not applicable between schools in a multi-HS district 
• Cannot be used to go from the district of one parent 

to that of the other 
• Requires submission of a form to Kristin Ronai –  
• http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/Bylaw4-7-

2_Exc9.PDF  102 
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Exception 10 – District completely 

discontinues all sports 
 http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc10.pdf  

• Requires formal BOE action 
• Permits transfer to any school when all sports are 

dropped at the member school district. 
• Allows a transfer back if sports are resumed 
• Requires a formal ruling with submission of all 

documentation. 

103 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc10.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-2Guidance_Exc10.pdf


 
Bylaw 4-7-3 

During the Season Transfer  
        http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-3TransferDuringSeason.pdf  

 
• If a transfer takes place during the season in which a 

student has participated in a regular season contest in a 
sport, the student is ineligible for the remainder of the 
sports season.  

• Exception:  Parents make a bona fide move into a new 
public school district (exception 1) and the new school is 
more than 50 miles from the old school using mapquest’s 
most direct route. 

• Does not apply to grades 7-8 
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4-7-3, Cont. 

• Application of the 50% penalty: 
– Note:  If a student transfers during the season of a sport 

in which the student has participated and Bylaw 4-7-3 is 
activated, the student is ineligible for the remainder of 
the season at the new school.  At the commencement of 
that sport during the next school year, the student 
remains ineligible for all preseason contests and UP TO 
50% of the regular season contests in that sport.  This 
total is a function of the number of regular season 
contests the student missed upon transfer in 
accordance with 4-7-3. 
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Samples of how to figure 
50% re. 4-7-3 

• Football – 2016 (student meets no transfer exception) 
– Student transfers after game 3 
– Student sits out games 4-10 (7 games) for the remainder of the 

2016 season (4-7-3) at the new school 
– In 2017, the student is eligible immediately 

• Volleyball – 2016 (student meets no transfer exception) 
– Student transfers after match 16 
– Student sits out matches 17-22 for the remainder of the 2016 

season (4-7-3) at the new school 
– In 2017, student sits out all preseason matches plus the first five 

matches.  Eligible at match six of the 2017 season.  
• Note: No student may participate for two schools in the same sports 

season.  
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Bylaw 4-7-4 – Intra-district Transfer 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/Bylaw4-7-4.pdf    

• Superintendent (or designee) of a multi-high school 
district may transfer students and preserve eligibility 
under the following conditions: 
1)Parents bona fide move to a new attendance zone. 
2) Change of custody to an individual in a new attendance 

zone. 
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Bylaw 4-7-4 
3) School closes or a mistake was made in the initial 

placement 
4) The student is a child with a disability whose program 

has been changed to another  high school 
5) The student transfers pursuant to state or federal 

statutes addressing unsafe or academically poor 
performing schools for purely academic reasons 

Ineligible until ruled eligible by OHSAA 
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Bylaw 4-7-5 
 Poor Performing schools 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf  

  • Allows transfer to take advantage of Ed. Choice 
voucher from one of the designated non-performing 
high schools 

• Must be ruled eligible by OHSAA 
• May not use this bylaw to transfer in and then back 

out of the poor performing school 
• May use this transfer option one time only 
• Please refer to instructions in the guidance and a 

listing of schools that are currently on AW or AE.  
 

109 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-5UnsafePoorPerforming.pdf


 
 
 

Bylaws 4-7-6 and 4-7-7 
Intra-district Transfer prior to the beginning of a 

school year 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-6Guidance_IntradistrictTransfer.pdf 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-7-7Guidance_IntrasystemTransfer.pdf 

 
 

• 4-7-6 – Permits transfer within a public multi-high school district at the beginning of a 
school year when redistricting has taken place or when an academic program has 
changed.  The specific details of that academic program must be stipulated to the OHSAA. 
 

• 4-7-7 – Permits transfer within a non-public system at the beginning of the school year for 
one of three reasons: 
– Material change in parents’ financial circumstances that causes a hardship 
– Material change in transportation that causes a hardship 
– Change in academic program – the specific details of which must be stipulated to the 

OHSAA 
• In both cases superintendent must submit the transfer request and appropriate 

documentation within the first 15 days of the school year or the student’s participation in a 
fall sport, whichever comes first and receive approval from the OHSAA. 

• Click here http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/SampleSituations-
ChangeInEducationalProgram.pdf for a list of situations that comply with the academic 
program change criterion. 110 
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International Student Resource 
Center 

• For guidance on all bylaws in Section 8 – 
INTERNATIONAL AND EXCHANGE STUDENT - 
click here on the Eligibility Page: 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/InternationslStudentsG
uidance.htm  
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Bylaw 4-8-1 – International and 
Exchange Students 

• Ineligible Unless 
– Parent(s) make a bona fide legal move to the USA 

and reside in Ohio 
– Student is here for one year under a J-1 visa in a 

legitimate visitor exchange program 
– Student is legally adopted by an Ohio resident 
– ALL SITUATIONS MUST BE APPROVED BY THE 

OHSAA. 
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International Student  
Eligibility Form 

• Exception 2 – US Government’s Visitor Exchange 
Program. 

• Must have J-1 Visa. 
• Must meet all eligibility standards. 
• Shall not request eligibility for more than five 

students from the same visitor’s exchange program 
in a school year. 

• Use this form: 
http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/FEelig.pdf  

113 

http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/FEelig.pdf


 
 

SECTION 9 – RECRUITING 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-9GuidanceRecruiting.pdf 

 
 4-9-1   

• You are a “prospect” – when enrolled 
in grade 7 or the corresponding 
grade in another country. 

• Any attempt to recruit a prospect- 
strictly prohibited. 
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Recruiting, Cont. 
4-9-2  - Definition 
•“recruit” - use of influence by any person 

• connected or not connected with the 
school 
• to secure the enrollment of a prospective 
student-athlete. 
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Three exceptions – 4-9-2 
1. Public school coaches in a single high school district may 

have contact with 7-8th graders in the district’s middle 
school(s) 

2. Public school coaches in a multi-high school district may 
have contact with only those 7-8th graders who are 
assigned to attend their high school and who all attend the 
same 7-8th grade school.  

3. Coaches in non-public schools may have contact only with 
7-8th graders in schools of the same type (i.e., “feeder 
schools) and defined by that school system.  The list of 
schools must be on file with the OHSAA. 
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Bylaw 4-9-2 

• If a coach leaves school A to coach at school B, he 
or she shall refrain from any communication with 
students at school A. 

• If any students from A transfer to B, this creates a 
“rebuttable assumption” of recruiting 

• Student ineligible for one year 
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RECRUITING, CONT. 
•    4-9-3  Mass marketing activities permitted: 

1. Conducting an open house – all elements of school program 
presented; cannot be solely for athletics 

2. If mass mailing or electronic tranmission is used, may not be 
to a specific individual(s) by name 

3. Open house permissible provided it is conducted on campus 
or a waiver has been approved to conduct it off-campus in a 
public facility 

4. Inviting prospects to campus  provided #2 is not violated 
5. Use of web site and other advertising – not solely for athletics 
6. Camp brochures – available to the general population – no 

mass mailing to specific individuals 
7. Free admission to groups or teams – agreed upon by both 

schools/organizations 
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Recruiting, Cont. 
4-9-4  Activities Prohibited: 
1. Use of direct mailings/electronic communication to named 

individuals 
2. Meetings with or marketing to select athletic groups for the purpose 

of influencing enrollment 
3. Contact with a prospect except as permitted in 4-9-3 until the 

student is accepted at the high school (no earlier than Jan. 2) 
4. Coaches answering questions/describing programs except within 

the school and after contact with the admissions office. 
5. Publications/advertising that is solely athletic 
6. Offering favors or inducements when students visit except a small 

token the value that cannot exceed $25 and which is not athletic 
related 

7. Providing financial aid/scholarships based on athletic ability 
Note:  a coach who has another job title (ex. Admissions staff) is not 
exempt from these prohibitions 
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Recruiting - 4-9-5 

• Students may visit a school prior to enrollment 
• Arrangements are to made through the office of the 

principal or district administrator so designated. 
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Recruiting - 4-9-6 
 

• All questions relating to enrollment, attendance or 
athletics  - handled through the school 
administration or admissions office 

• If a coach is contacted by a parent or any other 
individual advocating for a student, coach is 
obligated to immediately report contact to a school 
administrator and cease all contact until student is 
accepted at the school.  
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Recruiting – 4-9-7 
• Penalty for violations 

– student ineligible at the school for up to one year 
– Institutional penalties 

• Coach who violates and then is hired by another school  
– That school shall be ineligible for OHSAA tournament competition 

in that sport for one year. 
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Recruiting – Summarized 

• It is possible to do a seminar just on this one topic. 
• The purpose today is to give you an overview of the 

section. 
• The OHSAA has developed guidance for this bylaw 

which will is published on the website here 
http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-9GuidanceRecruiting.pdf and 
includes FAQ’s on this topic.   

• Please feel free to request information and 
interpretations from Roxanne Price or Debbie Moore. 
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SECTION 10 – AMATEUR 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/4-10GuidanceAmateur.pdf 
 

4-10-1 -Definition  
• Interscholastic athletes shall be amateurs 
• An  amateur athlete participates in sport for 

physical, mental, social benefits not for money or 
commercial benefit. 
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AMATEUR 
4-10-2- Acts that violate one’s amateur status:   
1. Competing for money.  If one competes in a 

contest in which money is offered, the student 
must sign a written declaration in advance 
relative to refusing to claim any prize money.  
The student must also disclose any expenses 
derived from the competition. Guidance and 
forms are in your notebook. 

2. Capitalizing on one’s athletic fame by receiving 
money, merchandise or service. 
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Amateur 

3. Signing a professional contract. 
4. Receiving a salary or benefits from a professional 

organization. 
5. Competing with a professional team. 
6. Entering into an agreement with a sports agent. 
7. Note: Ohio law provides penalties for individuals 

who cause a student to lose amateur status 

126 



Amateur 
4-10-3 – Activities that do not jeopardize amateur status: 

1. Accepting a fee for instructing, officiating, etc. 
2. Receiving school sponsored memberships or participation 

fees – paid directly to the agency 
3. Receiving an award, prize, playing equipment, etc. that 

does not exceed the authorized amount - $400 
4. Receiving non-monetary benefits when representing our 

country on an Olympic team 
5. Accepting funds administered by the USOC pursuant to 

Operation Gold Program 
6. Participating in fund raising or charitable activities – cannot 

receive prizes or compensation for participation 
7. Scholarship programs administered by a National 

Governing Body (NGB) 
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Bylaw 5 - AWARDS  
 

5-1-1  Awards, gifts and prizes directly resulting from 
participation in in any sport in which the student is 
an interscholastic athlete may be accepted by the 
student from any source provided the award does 
not exceed in value $400 per award. 
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Request to Maintain Amateur 
Status 

• 4-10-2 allows a student to compete in the amateur 
division of a professional event provided no prize money 
is accepted. 

• Must complete this form and file with the OHSAA 
 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/Bylaw4-10-2RequestRetentionofAmateurStatus.pdf   
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Situations Requiring Approval from the 
Commissioner’s Office 

• Please see this on the eligibility page or an up to date 
listing of all eligibility issues which require action on your 
part and/or from the OHSAA 

 
• This document found here: 

http://ohsaa.org/eligibility/comm_apprvl.pdf is updated 
each year in accordance with revisions to the bylaws. 
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Student- Athlete Eligibility  
Guide And Checklist – Published Online 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuideHS.pdf - 
High School 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuideMS.pdf - 
     7-8th Grade 
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• Contains excerpts from the OHSAA Handbook 

• Provides general eligibility requirements  

• Distribute to all student-athletes and parents – include in your 
publications, link to your web site, etc.  

• Review during preseason meetings with student-athletes and 
their parents 

 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuideHS.pdf
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/EligibilityGuideMS.pdf


Guidelines for Student Athletic 
Eligibility – School Counselors  

• Produced for school counselors; 
however, does not absolve AD’s 
and principals of primary 
responsibility for these 
standards.  

•  Contains excerpts from the 
OHSAA Handbook 

•  Provides examples for 
determining student eligibility 
(including College Credit Plus 
info. and block scheduling) 

• Online only at 
http://www.ohsaa.org/eligib
ility/EligibilityGuidelinesGui
danceCounselors.pdf  
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Last but not least 
 Certifying Eligibility  

• You must complete an eligibility certificate for every 
sport – high school and 7-8th grade – at every level 
and including every student. 

• Bylaw 3-5-1 and 3-5-2 discuss this mandate 
• High School - 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/eligcert.pdf 
• 7-8th Grade - 

http://www.ohsaa.org/eligibility/forms/eligcertJH.pdf 
• Both are available in PDF and Word Doc format 
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Please contact our “Team” for 
assistance! 

• Dr. Deborah Moore, Associate Commissioner 
– dmoore@ohsaa.org  

• Ms. Roxanne Price, Assistant Commissioner 
– rprice@ohsaa.org  

• Ms. Kristin Ronai, Eligibility Liaison 
– kronai@ohsaa.org  
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THE END 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please do not hesitate to contact any of us if we can be of any assistance to you!
Ohio High School Athletic Association
4080 Roselea Place
Columbus, Ohio  43214
Phone:  614-267-2502
FAX:  614-267-1677
web site:  www.ohsaa.org
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